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INQUISITION: 


THE 
New Britiſh Inquiſition * 
OR, THE. 
RACKING 
% 0 F | 
Mr. PILLONNIERE, 
20 Extort a Confeſfſim of 


JesUITISM from him. 


"WHEREIN 
His Communicating with all the Ortho- 
. + dox Branches of the Reformation 


is juſtified, | 


* 
_ 


By a Layman of Conſtiente and Common Senſe. . 


LONDON 
Printed: And Sold by F. Roberts in War- 
, wick-lane. 1718. (Price Six Pence) 


" MY 


—_ 


To the NE WW 
INQUISIOTRS 


= Gent lemen, 


Am ſorry to find you ſo very fond of 
1 all Antiquity, that you will needs re- 


ſtore that Character which the old Ro- 
mans gave our Anceſtors, That they were 
cruel to Strangers, by treating a Modern 
one, Mr. Pillonniere, with ſuch exceſſive 
Severity, after he has given very ſufficient 
Evidences, as I think, of his ſincere Con- 


verfion from the Popiſh to the Proteſtant 
Religion. | = 
Though I am an utter Stranger to you 
all, and have neither Party nor perſonal 
Quarrel with any of you; yet ſeveral Rea- 
ſons have induced mg to beſpeak, in this 
publick manner, a more favourable Treat - 
ment of Mr. Pillonniere. E 
I. Your endleſs Suggeſtions of the Inſin- 
cerity of his S after he has liv- 
ed many Years in the open Profeſſion of 
the Reform'd Religion, and been inceſſant- 
ly writing and ſpeaking againſt the Errors 
of the Church of Rome, will furniſh the 


Pop 


466 


2 ei Clergy with a plauſible Argument to 


diſſuade any of their Communion from 
ever turning Proteſtants. For to what 
Purpoſe (may they ſay) ſhould you em- 
brace their Communion, when you ſee by 
this Example, that all you can do for a good 
Number of Years, will never convince them 
that you are a ſincere, conſcientious Per- 
ſon? They will always ſuſpe& you to be 
ſerving the Intereſts of your old Friends, 


and for that Reaſon ſhun you, and thruſt 


you from them, | 
II. I was always an Enemy to that way 
which I find in almoſt every Page of your 
Writings, of giving a perverſe 'Turn to a 
Man's Words, quite contrary to what he 
Proteſts he means by them. This is too 
much like the Spaniſp Inquiſition, to rack a 
Man till you make him ſay what you pleaſe, 
though the Thought of it never enter'd in- 
to his Heart before. By ſuch a Manage- 
ment as this, *tis poſſible to render every 
Man's Writings equivocal and ambiguous. 
III. I ever thought it moſt unphiloſo- 
phical and abſurd, to advance Suſpicion a- 
gainſt valid Teſtimony; which is to ſet O- 
pinion above Certainty, and Conjecture a- 
bove the Demonſtration of Facts. Now 
this is certain, that Mr. Pillonniere, once 
of the Feſuits Society, is come from a- 
mongſt 


1 

mongſt them z that he has never been 
known ſince, to hold any friendly Corre. 
ſpondence with them ; but on the contrary 
has all along communicated with ſome Pro- 
teſtant Church, and has for ſome time liv- 
ed in the Family of one of our own Bi- 
ſhops, who has ſignalized his Zeal and Vi- 
gilance againſt Popery, as much as any 
Man living. Notwithſtanding all this, you 
will needs, by the help of fine rhetorical 
Colours, paint him to the World as a Pa- 

piſt in Maſquerade. | 
Firſt of all you ſay, he hath never made 
any publick, formal Renunciation of his 
former Errors, in the Face of any Prote- 
teſtant Congregation. To this my Lord 
Biſhop of Bangor anſwers, That à publick 
Recantation @ thouſand times repeated, is no 
Satisfaction to the World of the Sincerity 
of any one ſuſpected of dealing in mental 
Reſervations (of which you will needs 
ſuſpe& Mr. Pillonniere) but that the Tenour 
of his Life, and ſuch Matters of Fatt as he 
as produced, are the only ſubſtantial Proofs. 
For my Part, I cannot help preferring this 
ſort of Eyidence much before that which 
you ſo importunately demand. The Rea- 
ſons my Lord gives for it, leave no Room. 
for the leaſt Ambiguity or Fallacy, Bur 
Mr. Pillonniere farther anſwers for * 
| at 


= 
— 


re 


——— 


I SE IS 


N — TE r Row” 


— "x — r WRrem—e. oat — 


8 __ 2 4 + y- 3 - * 
* — ” : 22 - 
AZ X — ” 3 
14 * We — — — 
— 1 - - —_— - 


— 


(8) 
That the Church of England doth not, by 


any publick Authority, require any ſuch 


thing as 4 Formal Recantation from Per. 


fons newly converted. This you do in ef- 


fect allow, by owning there is no ſuch 
Form at this time exſtant, but that one has 
lain for ſome Tears before the Convocation , 
which is a Sign they do not think it ſo ve. 

ry needful as you would inſinuate; other- 


wiſe they have not wanted Opportunities 


(fo many, that we have wonder'd how they 
have imploy d themſelves) to compleat it. 
But Cuſtom and Practice is clearly on 


Mr. Pillonniere's Side: Nothing being more 


common than for any ſort of Diſſenter a- 
mong us, to leave his former way of Wor- 
ſaip, and joyn in conſtant Communion 
with the Church of England, without any 


publick Notification of ſuch Change, ex- 


cepting only the Caſe of Unbaptiz'd Per- 


ſons. And I never underſtood but that the 


Miniſter of any Pariſh gladly receiv'd ſuch 
Prolelytes to full Communion without more 
ado; though the Canons you mention are as 
ſtrong againſt them as againſt Mr. Pillon- 
niere. You know very well (though you 
would ſeem not to know it) that the Ca- 
nonical Excommunications and Cenſures 


you mention, are taken off by yertue of the 
Act of Toleration ; Which AF being made 


by 


-1 


(9) | 
by the Conſent of the Lords Spiritual ag 
well as others, that is, by the moſt go- 
verning and knowing Part of the Clergy, 
'tis a plain Argument to me, that they 
thought ſuch Cenſures too harſh, and that 
the Abatement of them would be for the 
Servide of the Church, and the Encourage- 
ment of new Converts. | 3 
For my part, I cannot help looking up- 
on it as one Piece of Romiſh Tyranny at 
this Day (1 am ſure it was eſteem'd ſuch 
by our firſt Reformers) that one cannot 
be admitted.to what they pleaſe to call Ca- 
tholick Communion, without ſo much damn- 
ing and abjuring and abhorring almoft eye- 
ry thing that he held before (certainly eve- 
ry thing that diſtinguiſhes them from the 
other Side) and ſurrendering entirely to all 
their Articles, Canons and Conſtitutions by 
a ſolemn, publick Vow, while the poor Pre- 
ſelyte's Judgment can by no means digeſt 
many of them. Theſe arc ſevere Pangs 
of a new Birth; more than the Nature 
and Reaſon of the Thing requires. 
For certainly a Man may ſee ſuch Errors 
in a Church, as may induce him to ſeparate 
from its Communion, though he cannot 
find any other Church fo 1ightly conſtitu- 
ted as he could wiſh, fo as co ſwallow by 
Wholeſale all its Anathema's of Diſſentient 
= B Churches, 


10 


Churches, and reſign himſelf withone Breath 


to all its Doctrines and Determinations. 
The Learned Dr. Hickes, in his Epiſtolar 

Conference with a Papiſt, has declared, 
That he holds the Errors of the Church of 
Rome te be ſo dangerous, as would oblige 
him to ſeparate from them, even though he 
could find no other Society of Chriſtians, with 
whom he could join in PublickWorſhip, Now 
if this be ſo (and who will queſtion the 


Piety and Learning of him that ſaid it?) 


then a Man may depart from the Errots of 
the Church of Rome with a very ſincere 
Conſcience, though he makes no publick 
Profe ſſion of it in a Proteſtant Congregation, 
But Mr. Pillonniere has made a publick 
Renunciation, not indeed at Geneva, or 
Amſterdam, or the Savoy, but much. more 
openly in his printed Vindication expoſed 
to the View of all the World. He 2 
ſolemnly and heartily deteſted all the Er- 
rors of the Church of Rome, and ſuch in 
particular as ſtand condemn'd by the Church 
of England. Are you now ſatisfied ? No; 
ou offer him the Rack again; and as if 
e had quibbled and equivocated in the 
Word Errors, you call tor farther Expli- 
cation. Though for Argument's ſakey you 
ſay, you will ſuppoſe him to have fully 
renounc'd Popery. | Os 


But 


61 | | 
But you would fain inſinuate, as if with 
his renouncing of Popery, he had renounced 
Chriſtianity too. Why ſo? Becauſe he has 


not aſſured us to what Communion of Chri- 
fitans he belongs. No? Pray look into his 
Vindication, where he aſſures you (and 
you don't pretend to diſprove him) that 
e has communicated with the Arminian 
Church in Holland, with the Calviniſtical 
Church in the Savoy, and ſince that with 
the Church of England very frequently. 
Oh, but none of them is purified enough to 
pleaſe him. He can communicate with them 
7 good, charitable Chriſtian, but approve 

—_—: :- | | 
This is very aftoniſhing, and what I ne- 
ver expected to hear from ſuch able Cham- 
pions of the Reformation as you ſet up for. 
Lou ate denying an Article of the Creed, 
the Holy Catholic Church, which our firſt 
Reformers never intended to forſake, but to 
vindioate and preſerve. You run furiouſly 
upon a Man who is got out of the Pop:i/þ 
Fold, becauſe he will not appropriate him- 
ſelf to ſome of your Flocks, and inftead 
of a Catholick Chriſtian, become a Party- 
man in ſome particular Se& or Faction. 
He can communicate with all, good, cha- 
ritable Chriſtian. I hope to make it appear, 
that theſe Words * ironically ſpo- 
2 — ken 


(123) 
ken by you) contain a True and Orthodox 
Senſe, That every good and chatitabl. Cbri. 
ſtian will freely communicate with every 
Branch of the Catholick Church. 

You need not bring us to the Rack to 
make us confeſs the Church of England to 
be ſuch a Branch. We readily acknow- 
ledge it, by often communicating with' its 
as Mr. Pillonniere does. But when he de- 
nies the Church of Rome to be any Part 
of the Catholich Church, he never intend- 
ed to own the Church of England for the' 


Whole. You your ſelves do not pretend 
it is; for you intimate plainly enough, that 


you had been ſatisfied, if Mr. Pillonniere 
had join'd himſclf to the Lutheran or Cal- 
viniſtical Church z whence we may fairly 
conclude you own them as ſound Parts of 
the Catholick Church; for I hope you 
would not wiſh any Man fhould paſs from 
one corrupt Part to another. But doubt 
Jeſs ycu look upon them with the fanie 
View as I do; vi. as Churches never conz 
dcmn'd by our own Reformers, bur foſterd 


and cheriſh'd among our ſclves; and now - 
for many Years fully allow'd for the Uſe 


of our own People, by the Conſent and 
Approbation of our own Biſhops z who 
certainly are better Qyerſcers of their Flocks, 


than to authorize Heretical Conventicles 


among 


Cf. AIST Re Am; 
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among them, as they muſt be eſteem'd, if 
they are not true Bratiches of the Catholick 
Church. But I ſuppoſe, after all that has 
been done by our ſupream and moſt ſacred 
Powers in their Behalf, you will not con- 
teſt this Point wich me. 1 17 
Notwithſtanding theſe large Conceſſions, 
I know too well, that z very Uncatholick 
Practice has obrain'd amongſt us, to ſhun' 
Communion with each other in religious 
Worſhip, as if our Faith and Principles 
were entirely different, This I call Un- 
cathvlick, becauſe the Chutch of Chriſt, 
howeyer diſpers'd in the World, Was in- 
- tended to be as one Family; fo that every 
Chriſtian Traveller or Exile, how remote 
ſoevet from his native Countty, was always 
at home in his teligious Capacity, and free! 
went to worſhip God in the next public 
Aſſembly of Chriſtians. Thus the moſt 
diſtant Inhabitants of Aſia and Africa it 
the primitive Limes, when they travell'd 
to Rome, went to Church and communi- 
cated as freely and fully, as if they had 
begp at home; and the ſame did the No- 
mans when they travell'd into fortigh Parts; 
having all the ſame Faith, they never 
ſcrupled ſome different Uſages. Nay mo- 
dern Rome has that Advantage ſtill; that 
it has but one Church all the World over. 

| | But 
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But (oh Shame to Proteſtants!) one of the 
Church of England cannot travel into Hol- 
land, Germany, Switzerland, or any Pro- 
teſtant Country, but he muſt live like an 
Infidel or an Atheiſt, becauſe he cannot 
carry the Church of England along with 
him. He muſt go to their Churches no 
otherwiſe than as an indifferent Perſon, to 
ſee them out of Curioſity, not to commu» 
nicate with them; not fo much for want 
of the Language; for in that an ingenious 
Traveller may ſoon help himſelf, as out of 
Principle, becauſe he is of a different Sect 
and Communion. Now what a Contra- 
diction is this? how contrary to the Na- 
rure of the Catholick Church, and the Pra- 
ice of the beſt Times, to abſtain from their 
Communion, whom we call our dear Bre- 
thren in Chriſt, and allow them to be ſound 
in the fundamental Principles of our com- 
mon Religion? 2 | 
This is a fine Handle to the Romaniſts, 
to change their Note of, here was your 
Church before Luther, into Where is your 
Catholick Church at this Day? Is it in 
England, or in Holland, or in Swit zerlI9:rd, 
or in Germany? If it be but in ſome one 
of theſe Forms, why are not all the reſt 
condemn'd by that one as Heretical ? If it 
be in all, why does not every one com- 
municate 


(ug) 
municate with another ? Such of us as 
have been taught to make Difference in 
ſome Forms and Modes of Worſhip, a 
Reaſon for ſeparate Communions, anſwer 
all this with calling it a Latitudinarian 
Principle ; and you in particular call Mr. 
Pillonniere a Chriſtian at large, foreſpouling 
it, But ſuch Latitudinarians were all the 
primitive Chriſtians; and ſo far as Mr. Pil. 
lonniere aims at univerſal] Communion, he 
certainly imitates them. He left not the 
narrow Principles of the Romaniſts, toſhut 
himſelf up in any other Sect or Party, but 
propoſes to be a Member of the whole Ca- 
tholick Church. And as he comes without 
any Prepoſſeſſions of Lutberani ſin, Catui- 
ni ſin, or Church of England Reformation, 
he, and ſuch as he, are the fitter Men to 
_ unite them all, by communicating with 
them all alike, and by freely cenſuring and 
endeayouring to remoye whatever may 
ſtand in the Way of ſuch a deſirable Coa- 
lition. And if he ſincerely intends ſuch a 
Work as this (and I fee no Reaſon yet to 
queſtion him) may he run and proſper; he 
cannot apply himſelf to a Service more a- 
greeable to the Spirit of the Goſpel, which 
every where inculcates Unity, Peace, and 
Love; or more conducing to the Happincſs 
of the whole Chriſtian World, 


And 


( 16 } | | 
And this may help to account for ſome 
Paſſages in Mr. Pillonniere s Life and Wri- 
tings, which you object againſt him. I 
have had no Opportunity to examine them 
farther than as you repreſent them : But 
I will not be fo Sceptical as to queſtion 
- your Veracity : I will ſuppoſe the moſt 
material of them to be true: And I hope 
the ſevereſt of them will be found not only 
reconcileable, but very ſubſervient to this 
Deſign of breaking down the Partition- 
Wall, which unhappily ſeparates and di- 
vides the Catholick Church and Prote- 
ſtant Intereſt, | | 
You know rugged, thorny Work re 
quires hard Hands to manage it. Luther 
was thought bold even beyond good Man- 
ners in ſome of his Writings: And yet it 
is generally agrecd that a Genius leſs da- 
ring and ſevere would not have done the 
Buſineſs he undertook, Tis the Saying 
of a keen Satyriſt, Vello tibi veteres avias: 
The Prejudices of our Education take ſuch 
deep Root in our Minds, that they cannot 
be pluck'd- out without ſome ſevere and 
ungrateful Twitches. And we are apt to 
call the Operator hard Names while he is 
doing the unpleaſing Office for us. 


Your 


(22 
Your repreſenting Mr. Pillonniere as a 
Socinian and Freethinker in the bad Senſe 
of the Word, is faint Colouring, bare Af- 
firmation without Proof. Your chief Evi- 
dence is but a Teſt/s vacillans; he tells you 
beforchand he will ſtand to nothing. Mr. 
Pillonniere has given this its proper An- 
ſwer, by obſerving very pertinently, that 
the Great Tillotſon and others have had 
the ſame odious Imputations caſt upon 
them, for aiming at the like good Ends as 
he does. 
But your main and often repeated Accu- 
ſation is, That he is an Enemy to the Thir- 
ty Nene Articles. This you ſet off with 
ſome Aggravations, and ſeem aſtoniſh'd at 
it, But when [ conſider what Claſhing 
and Heats. there have been amongſt our 
own moſt learned Writers about them; 
and how even thoſe who have ſubſcribed 
them, have not anſwer'd the End of their 
Subſcriptions, by agreeing in one uniform 
Doctrine, but have deduced even contra- 
dictory Concluſions from them, I am in 
no Surprize at a Foreigner's Diſſatisfaction 
about them. The Articles and Canons were 
drawn up as ſo many Fences and Bounda- 
ries of the National Church, and that for 
Civil as well as Eccleſiaſtical Reaſons. When- 
eyer a better End may be ſerv d by making 


4 Alte- 
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Alterations in them, they are of the Num- 
ber of thoſe Things which the Church hath 
Power to alter, If they are ſuch ſtubborn 
Fences as will ſcparate us for ever from 
other ſound Parts of the Reformation, that 
we cannot mutually communicate in all 
lacred Offices; will any who wiſhes well 
to the whole State of Chriſt's Church, 
blame the Hand which opens them, and ſets 
them ſo far aſide as to make way for ſuch 
a bleſſed Union? And if Mr. Tillonniere 
acts with this Deſign, as he profeſſes he 
does, he acts very conformably to it, in 
preventing, as much as he can, the inſtil- 
ling of them into young Minds with ſuch 
Notions of them as it they were unal- 
terable. | 
We ſhould be very careful not to lay 
greater Streſs on mutable Things, than the 
Reaſons for which thoſe Things were or- 
dain'd, require. Our Anceſtors of this 
Nation, by overſtraining Points of this 
Nature, have unhappily fallen into ſuch 
Contradictions and Self-condemnations, as 
have very much abated that Reverence and 
Eſteem which had otherwiſe been paid 
them, And though we their Children are 
bound, all we can, to cover their Naked- 
neſs; yet we cannot expect that Strangers 
will uſe them with the ſame Reverence. 


Had 
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Had Mr. Pillonniere lived here in the 
Days of King Charles Il, how many Fe- 
ſuits would he have been call'd, for main- 
taining theſe Poſitions to be agreeable to 
Scripture and Reaſon, «* That Haſſtve Obe- 
* dience and Non Reſiſtance are not in all 
* Caſes the indiſpenſible Duty of Subjects 
© to their Sovereign; That a Prince may 
do thoſe things which will forfeit his. 

* Crown, and free his Subjects from their 

_ © Oaths of Allegiance to him; That a Par- 
liament compoſed of the Nobility, Cler- 
* gy, and Commons, repreſenting the Ma- 
* jeſty and Power of the whole Kingdom, 
may chuſe another into his Place, and 
© entail the Crown upon his Family in 
© Defeaſance of the Hereditary Claim?” 
What Tragedies were rais'd, if a poor 
Whigg or Diſſenter, foreſeeing the evil 
Day, and impatient for the Deliverance of 
his Country, happen'd to blurt out any - 
- ſuch Expedient for preſerving it > Foxes 
and Firebrands was preſently the Cry; 
the Jeſuit was detected under the Cloak, in 
conjunction with the Fanatick. Our fa- 
mous Divines had no Mercy on them, they 
fill'd every Page of their Sermons with A. 
_ nathemas againſt them, and ſtigmatized 
their Poſitions as Treaſonable, Heretical, 
Jeſuitical, and what _ They 3 

| 2 te 
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ted the contrary Doctrines as cternal 


Truths, and vow'd perpetual Adherence 


to them. 


Could you imagine that ſuch reverend 


Perſons, ſo full of glorious Zeal and Loy- 


alty, were capable of falling from this 
Grace? Perhaps not, if they had never 


been tempted. But when Time, the Mo- 


ther of Truth, had in a few Years diſen- 


chanted them, and made it plain that theſe 
abominated Poſitions were the only Mea- 


ſures that could ſecure them in the Enjoy. 
ment of their Religion, Lives, and Liber- 
ties, the Jeſuitiſm vaniſhed, they bleſt 


them into the Church, and in the Practice 


of them ſate under their Vines and Fig- 

trees in Peace. LE. EE | 
Theſe good Men had a little worſe Luck 
than ſome Prophets in theſe later Days, 
who have lived to ſce their Predictions 
come to nothing. They did not only ſur- 
vive their Triumphs, and ſee their admir- 
ed Writings reduced to waſte Paper, but 
to ſomething worſe, to ſo many treaſona- 
ble and worſe than Jeſuitical Pamphlets, 
by feveral Laws of our happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment now in being. Nay, theſe individu- 
al Men have had no ſmall Share in promo- 
ting ſuch Laws, and gladly bound them 
upon their Souls with the moſt ſolemn 
| Oaths, 


- 
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Oaths, by which they have fairly given 
up their once beloved Doctrines as treaſo- 
nable, and admitted the contrary to be the 
only orthodox Meaſures of Obedience and 
Loyalty. Now tho' this is the only Atone- 
ment they could make for their former Ex- 
ceſſes, yet their overſtraining mutable Points 
has reduced them to this Pinch, that they 
muſt either be able to reconcile Contradi- 
ctions, or be content to fit down ſelf. con- 

demned. . | 
There 1s another thing wherein our Fa- 
thers have erred, and for a long time per- 
ſwaded themſelves and us there was a Je- 
ſuit at the Bottom; I mean the ineſtimable 
Privilege and ſingular Bleſſing of this Age, 
Liberty of Conſcience. Biſhop Stillmg fleet, in 
his Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, pleading 
againſt it, places it to the Account of Cont- 
Sens the Jeſuit, that he adviſed it as a nota- 
ble Shooing-horn to bring on Popery, And 
King Fames II. haſtened his Abdication by 
putting it in practice, not only for his ar- 
bitrary way of introducing it, but becauſe 
hereby he loſt the Hearts of the Engliſb 
Clergy, who look'd on it as a Jeſuitical 
Art to undermine their Church. And yet 

the Jeſuit here prov'd but a Scar-Crow 
ſet up to fright us out of a great Ad- 
vantage; the free Exerciſe of Religion 
having 
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having been now for many Years indulg- 


ed to all Parties (Papiſts only reſtrain'd) 


with the unanimous Conſent of the Bi- 
ſhops, not excepting thoſe who once writ 
againſt it, and with great Security to the 


Church of England, and Satisfaction to 


the People: And we are all fo far diſabuſ- 
ed as to the threaten'd ill Effects of it, 
that the Grandees of our Church have e- 
ſpouſed it as their great Fayourite, and 
become its eloquent Adyocates and Defen- 
ders, whenever any Hand offers Violence 
to it. And Mr. Pillonniere would be as 
much a Jeſuit, ſhould he ſpeak againſt it 
now, as. Cont gens was formerly in ſpeak- 
ing for it. 5 | < 
But there is a third Point wherein he 


muſt advance warily, becauſe we have no 


Experience of it as yet, though it has 
been often labour'd; and I have betray'd 
my Suſpicions before, that Mr, Plon- 
niere wilhes well to it. I confeſs I like 
him never the worſe for it; but he will 
be doubly and trebly bejeſuited by ſome 
Men if he declares too broadly for it: It 
is the uniting the whole Reformation in- 
to one Communion, commonly ſtiled 
Comprehenſion, I fancy you ſhake the Rod 
over his Head the more dreadſully, as 
ſuſpecting the Thoughts of his Heart _ 
| | this 
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this way. But, Beloved, you are not ig- 
norant, that this has been the Care and 
Wiſh of almoſt all our Princes ever ſince 
the Reformation. I will not be pompous in 
a Multitude of Inſtances, leſt you ſhould 
conteſt the Pertinency of ſome of them: 
but that which I am coming to is certainl 

unexceptionable: It is the Propoſal — 
King Charles the Second made to the moſt 
eminent of the Presbyterian Clergy, to 
come into the Eſtabliſhment upon certain 
Terms. He condeſcended fo far as to 
meet them privately, and propoſe it to 
them with his own Mouth; and order'd 
the Lord Keeper Bridgeman to confer fre- 
quently with them about Ways and Means 
to accompliſh it. And though the De- 
ſign was not then brought to a happy Iſ- 
ſue, yet it gain'd this Credit, that it was 
heartily purſued by a Prince who had re- 
ſtored ejected Epiſcopacy to its full Splen- 
dor, and could not be ſuſpected of acting 
any thing that might eclipſe or impair it. 
And ] aſſure my ſelf that thoſe who are 
now the moſt violent Oppoſers of a Com- 
prehenſion, would, upon their Experi- 
ence of the good Effects of it, ſhew them - 
ſelves as rational Men, as they have done 
in the two former Caſes, and engage moſt 
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heartily in the Defence and Confirmation 
of it. 5 

I have mention'd theſe things for two 
Reaſons. One is, to caution the Zealots 
of any Party to learn by former Exam- 
ples, not to be too furious Aſſertors of 
Matters confeſſedly temporary and indiffe- 
rent, and which they may poſlibly live 
to ſee changed for the better, leſt up- 
on ſuch Change they ſhould, by their 
Compliance with it, confeſs that thoſe 
whom they had accuſed as Feſurts and In- 
cendiaries, were indeed the Authors of 
great Bleſſings, which themſelves had 
blindly obſtructed by their abſurd Adhe- 
rence to falſe Maxims. The other is, to 
encourage thoſe who are in purſuit of any 
laudable Deſign, that they be not fright- 
enced by the Roughneſs of the firſt Enter- 
prize, ſo as to deſiſt from it. You will 
find the Storm riſe and beat againſt you 
from every Quarter; your Intentions miſ- 
conſtrued, your Words perverted ; your 
Search of Truth calummiated, ridiculed, 
abominated; your moſt private Slips and 
Infirmities ſifted out and ſer upon a pub- 
lick Stage with huge Aggravations; any 
little paſſionate Expreſſion, implying Diſ- 
reſpec towards a Superior, though utter'd 
without an ill Meaning, and under the 
| ſacred 
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ſacred Seal of Friendſhip, and what I be- 
lieye every Man is in ſome mealure guilty 
of, preſently blazon'd in large Characters 
to be read by all the World, and to raiſe 
you all. the Enemies that may be; your 
very Whiſpcrs, nay more, your Looks 
and Geſtures, (hall be proclaim'd on the 
Houſe- Top, as ſeditious and factious: In 
ſhort, a Coat painted with Devils ſhall be 
put upon you, to render you monſtrous 
to all the Spectators. Such was the Fate 
of our firſt Reformers, and the ſame viru- 
lent Spirit ſtill rages in the World. But 
the Motto of eyery brave Mind 1s this; 
Tu ne cede malis, ſed contra audentior ito, 
You have the handling of old and dange- 
rous Sores, and the Operation mult be 
ſharp; but if you happen to make a per- 

fect Cure, you will, like ſucceſsful Sur- 
geons, be ſmiled upon and rewarded by 
' Thoſe who now rave and grin at you. 

But you, the Inquiſitors of Mr. Pillon- 
niere's Life and Writings, rack him for a 
Paſſage in the latter, which others will 
not read without the greateſt Tenderneſs 
and Concern for him. Tis this, Vindi- 
cat. p. 44. Great was my Surprize, and 
« Grief allo, when 1 ſiw the Proteſtant 
© Churches rent into ſo many Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Factions; Hating, Damning, Perle» 
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* cuting, and upon many Occaſions treat- 
ing one another near as ill as all of them 


© are treated by the Papiſts. This you 


quote againſt him very invidiouſly. But 
is it not a moſt notorious as well as ſhame- 


ful Truth? and will not any one of com- 


mon Humanity compaſſionate the Diſap- 
pointment of a young Gentleman, who 
voluntarily quitted all the Endearments of 
his Father's Houſe and native Country, in 
a Senſe of the unchriſtian Spirit which 
reigns there; and imagining there was a 
kind of terreſtrial Paradiſe and primitive 
State of Innocence amongſt Proteſtants, 
found to his Confuſion, that he bad only 
changed his Air, but not mended his 
Company, and that the Cherubims and fla- 
ming Sword divided them not only from 
the World, but from themſelves too? That 
a Spirit of Hypocriſy, Rancour, ill Na- 


ture, and Tyranny had poſſeſs'd the whole 


Reformed - Body even to Diſtraction. 
That all Parties were under the Influence 


and DireQion of Perſons too viſibly ſway'd. 


by Motives of ſecular Intereſt, and the 


Honour they receive from Men. That they 


not only write and ſpeak againſt one ano- 
ther with a deyouring Fierceneſs, but are 
often induced by the Motives juſt men- 
tion'd to contradict their own Ons, 
an 
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and that not in Matters of an indifferent 
Nature, but in ſuch wherein Religion is 
moſt eminently concern d. Could an un- 
experienc d Proſelyte obſerve this, and 


not be horribly ſcandalized? Was not 


here enough to make him ſtumble at the 
Threſhold, and throw him into the ut- 
moſt Perplexity whether he ſhould go 
backwards or forwards, or indeed what 


to think of the whole Chriſtian World? 


Would not any candid Perſons who had a 
juſt Senſe of theſe things, (and who that 
has Eyes and Ears muſt not be ſenſible of 
them?) rather have excuſed them to a 
bewilder'd Foreigner, and encouraged him 
to hope for more Satisfaction among us, 


than drag him to the Rack, and charge 


him with conceal'd Jeſuitiſin, and all that 
is vile, only becauſe he hath ingenuouſly 
diſcover'd ſuch Sentiments of us, as the 
true State of things naturally ſuggetts to 
him? You and I, to whom thele. things 
are grown familiar by Education and 
long Cuſtom, and whoſe Intereſt per- 


haps it is, that they ſhould ſtand as they 


are, cannot judge of them with the Free- 
dom and Impartiality of an unprejudiced 
Foreigner. We have a Reſpect for great 


Names and Perſons infusd with our 


Milk, become their Devotecs before we 
5 1 can 
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can judge of their Writings, and ever af- 
ter carry a _ Biaſs to them, as the 
I 


Schools of old did to Ariſtotle, againſt 
Plain Reaſon. Hence popular Errors have 
in all Ages had their bold Aſſerters, and 
bitter Invectives have been plentifully ſhot 
at him who durſt firſt preſume to call 
them in queſtion, Hence Mr. Pillonniere 
is, in your Opinion, inſufferably audacious 
for freely cenſuring Perſons and I hings 
amongſt us, without firſt entrenching him- 
ſelf in ſome particular Proteſt ant Church. 
For I can collect nothing leſs from your 
Writings, but that you would have been 
much more caſie with him, had he liſted 
himſclf in any of the contending Parties, 
to be wholly theirs, and to fight againſt all . 
the reſt, In any of them he might haye 
found Authorities in abundance tor treat- 
ing his Antagoniſts with the ſharpeſt Satyr 
and Invective. But he has purpoſely de- 
. clined being made the Property of any 
Side; for which Reaſon you call him Chre- 
ſtian at large, and ſay he can communicate 
with all, but approves of none, His Words 
and Practice, it I miſtake him not, declare 
the quite contrary, Hefrankly owns Catha- 
lick Communion with all orthodox Prote- 
ſtants; (you your ſelves do not deny the 
Lutherau and Calviniſt Churches to be 
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ſuch z) he only tells you he diſowns what- 


ever is in them tending to Separation and 


Perſecution, He acknowledges the Au- 
thority of their Adminiſtrations, but he 
cannot bear the aſſuming Spirit of ſome 
Men, who are for engroſſing it all to their 
own Party This is what he ſays; and 1 
wiſh you had dealt as ingenuouſly. For af- 
ter all your Aſperſions of him for dark and 


myſterious Deſigns, he may ſtill come to 


School to you (as old as he is) to learn the 
Art of Writing in naked A ffirmations, blind 
Hints, and Suppoſitions without any Ground. 


You talk much of his joyning with ſome 


Proteſtant Church, but you don't tell us 


what Proteſtants and what Churches you 
mean. He has fairly told you his. Lou 
have ſomewhere mention d Lutherans and 
Calviniſts, but you are not pleaſed to diſ- 
cover how far you allow their Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Adminiſtrations; which had been but 


charitable Advice to a Stranger, conſider- 


ing the long Diſputes we have had about 
them. He has allow'd them by commu- 


nicating with them, which I am confident 


is more than you ever did. Surely Men 
of your Chriſtian Courage cannot be guilty 


of ſo much baſe Fear, as to ſuppreſs your 
enlightning Thoughts upon ſuch a high 
Point, and ſuffer a poor Traveller to _ 
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der in the Dark, Yet your Writings have 
left us all in a moſt perplexing Dilemma. If 
the Calviniſtical Church, for Inſtance, be 
Orthodox, why. do you ſcourge Mr. Pil. 
lonniere ſo unmercifully for communicating 
with it? If it is not ſo, why do you ſum- 
mon his own and our Countrymen of that 
Communion, to revenge themſelves upon 
him for cenſuring in part, what you con- 
demn in the whole? [wiſh you had told: 
us what you hold your ſelves, before you 
had run riot upon him ſo hardly for being 
indefinite in his Church. You triumph in 
your Concluſions, with very ſmall Regard 
to the Premiſſes whence you draw them. 


© Mr. Pillonniere (you ſay) took a ſtrange 


© Method to make a Convert of his Siſter, 
© when he ſuggeſted to her, that he had 
* met with bur little Satisfaction from his 
Change; that the ſame groſs Abuſes pre- 
* vailed in the Proteſtant Churches, for 
© which he had left the Popiſh, viz. Hy- 
© pocraſy, Rancor, Tyranny, and Perſecu- 
tion. But if all:this be true, who can help 
it? And to deny it, is to outface the Light. 
Though your Argument runs upon a Sup- 
poſition, that it is falſe, I have often con- 
ſider'd whence it is, that the Romani/ts, 
who live in this free Nation, and have the 


ſame rational Faculties with our ſelves, 
=> ſhould 
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ſhould ſo univerſally perſeyere in their Er- 
rors, now they are ſet in fo clear a Light. 
But the proper Anſwer always occurs: 

They balance Accounts with us; and for 
every Error we ſhew them in their Faith, 
they have Variety of Objections to our 
ruining the true Notion of Chriſt's Church, 
which ſhould be One, by endleſs Animo- 
fities, Div ifions, and Subdiviſions. For my 
part, I conſider it as a high Degree of He- 
roick Virtue in Mr. Pillonniere, that after 
the utmoſt Diſcouragements, he could take 
his Eyes off the Perſons and Parties of 
Men, and ſettle in the Belief and Love of 
the true Frinciples of Chriſtianity. Some 
who have pretended to be as much en- 
lighten'd, and who were infinitely more 
_ courted and encouraged, have not been 
able, _ Tryal, to get over all our Stum- 
bling · blocks. Witneſs Mark Antony de Do- 
minis, and ſome others of your Acquain- 
lou are very angry with Mr. Pillonniere 
for a few Touches in his Writings upon our 
unlucky or rm and dividing Humour: 
and cry, Tell it not in Gath: As if theſe 
Things were Secrets to the Romani/ts, and 
he their firſt Intelligencer: But you may as 
well ſuppoſe them all to want Eyes and 
Ears; otherwiſe they cannot help knowing 
them a thouſand other Ways. But 
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But you ſay, if Mr. Pillonniere ſhould 


happen to perſwade any Romanift to quit 


his Church, he has no other to recommend 


to him, holding the Terms of Communion 


in all Proteſtant Churches equally unlaw- 
fal. But this is another falſe Suppoſition; 
as if Mr. Pillonniere had forſaken all Chri- 
ſtian Communion in publick Worſhip. Any 
one that reads this ſingle Paſſage, would 
think you mean ſo. And yet he tells you, 
(and you don't pretend to diſpute it) that 
he has freely communicated with Calviniſts, 

Arminians, and the Church of England, 
and approves of the moderate Lutherans 
in Germany, Which plainly ſhews that he 


makes a vaſt Difference between the Church 


of Rome and theſe, By his ſ:parating from 
the former, he declares he holds a Commu- 
nion with her to be abſolutely ſinful: But 


by joyning with the latter, he has juſtified 
their Worſhip, and only diſlikes ſome Perſons 


and Principles among thera, which foment 
Diviſions, and hinder a friendly Coalition 


and true Catholick Communion. In this 
Diſpoſition tis very unlikely indeed, that 


he ſhould perſwade any one under his Di- 
rection jurare in verba, to become the Pro- 
perty of any ſingle Branch of the Refor- 
mation ſo far, as to abſtain from all the reſt 
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fay, He has no Church to recommend, is 
what his own Profeſſion and Example do 
loudly contradict. 

Through various Windings you come at 
laſt to your North-weſt % © and find 
Mr. Pillonniere ſtill in his old Society, 
© adyancing ſuch Principles amongſt us, 
© as ſeem indeed flatly againſt it, but do in 
© Reality tend to the Service of it. To 
give us a Caſt of your Wit, you chuſe an 
Argument to prove it, directly oppoſite to 
what was ever urged before. I always un- 
derſtood that the great Artifice of the Je- 
ſuits to ruin Proteſiants, was by dividing 
themz according to an unerring Maxim, 
That any Kingdom, Church, or Society di- 
vided againſt it ſelf, cannot long ſubſiſt. 
Mr. Pillonniere is for compacting the whole 
Body of Proteſtants into one Fellowſhip 
and Communion; not ſo much by recon- 
ciling all their different Opinions, which 
has been attempted ſome Ages paſt with- 
out Effect; as by introducing a Spirit of 
mutual Forbearance, Condeſcenſion, and 
brotherly Love, which will not ſuffer ſuch 
Differences to break the Peace, and ob- 
ſtruct univerſal Communion. This Endea- 
vour you arraign, as tending to Popery, 
So that both Dividing and Uniting, ſhall, 
whenever you pleaſe to have it ſo, be Je- 
ſuitical Arts to ruin us. a 
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You undertake for the Church of Eng- 
land, That ſhe had never ſeparated from 
© that of Rome, if ſhe could have continu- 
c edin it with Innocence and Safety; but 
pray why might not your Charity have 
extended to the other Branches of the 
Reformation, that they a&ed as conſcien- 
tiouſly as ſhe did > You celebrate her mild 
Uſage of thoſe who are gone out from hers 
but were Luther and Caluin ever Sons of 
the Church England? You obſerve that 
they have frequently communicated with 
her; but does ſhe return the Civility by 


being as free with them? Which, if mi- 


ſtake not, is the very Point of Debate be- 
twixt you. 


1 know not whether the Biſhop of Ban- 


gor, in his Sermon of the Nature of Chriſt's 


Kingdom, has touched upon one Diſtin- 
ction betwixt That and Secular Kingdoms, 
which I think may be properly hinted on 


this Occaſion 3 vig. That whereas the | 


« Secular Privileges of any Place are re- 
« ſtrain'd to the reſpective Subjects and Na- 


tives of it, ſo that a Foreigner, without 
'* ſpecial Qualifications, may not partake 


© of them: Every Chriſtian is by his com- 


© mon Chriſtianity entituled to all the Be- 
© ncfits of Chriſt's Church in every Con- 


© gregation all the World over. And not 
only 


( 


1 


( 
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© only qualified, but bound by his Profeſ- 


© fion to communicate with them.“ In the 
primitive Church, as I take it, if a Chri- 
ſtian did not yoluntarily ge and communi. 
cate with any particular Church, where- 


ever his Affairs called him, it immediately 


laid him under the [mputation of a- Here- 
zick, or that he held them to be ſuch whoſe 
Communion he declined. , 

Thus you have the Thoughts of a Stran- 


ger upon your Conteſts with Mr, Pillon- 


niere. In managing of which you have 


ſhewn much Vivacity of Fancy and ſpright- 
ly Invention; which is the chief Reaſon, I 
preſume, for much of what you have writ. 


And in ſaying of this, I intend you no par- 
ticular Reflection. For I know ſome in 
higher Stations who have cxerciſed their 


Pens more to diſplay their own Merits and 
fine Parts, and co win Renown by trium- 


phing over their Antagoniſts, than to ſup- 
port a Cauſe, which was often of ſmall Im- 
portance, and ſignified little on which Side 


it turn d. I obſerve that, like dexterous 
Pleaders, you have made the utmoſt of your 


Evidence, and ranſack'd the Memories of 
Men, Women, and Children for Weight to 
cruſh the Defendant. Who, as it often 


happens in aur Courts, ſeem very willing 


to anſwer the End for which they are brought 
| _ thither, 
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thicher. And, if you'll pardon a Tranſſ. 
tion from the Courts to the Camp, you - 
have turn'd the Enemy's Cannon upon him, 
and beaten him with his own Weapons, 
taking his Method (which I don't 2 
in him) of turning Words to quite another 
Meaning. An ingenious Piece of Exerciſc! 
But I don't find that you can, in good 
Earneſt, charge him with holding any per- 
fidious Correſpondence with any of his old 
Fraternity z which is the great Thing I 
hearken'd after. So that, were I to be of 
his Jury, I might perhaps find him guilty, 
according to this Evidence, in ſome Par- 
ticulars relating to the Government of the 
Tongue and Paſſions, but muſt entirely ac- 
quit him of the Charge of Feſuitiſm. And 
therefore I muſt put my ſeif in his Caſe, 
and wiſh, that if it were my Fate to be caſt 
into a ſtrange Land, I might meet with as 
Ready a Patron as the Biſhop of Bangor; 
who would weigh my Sincerity againſt my 
Infirmitics, - and being ſatisfied of the for- 
mer, not give me up a Sacrifice to any 
— Reſentments on account of the 
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